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Objective: Understand the History of the 
Freeway System 
 

INSTRUCTIONS 
 
Have the students prepare a written report on the history 
of the freeway system.  This can be done individually, 
in pairs or small groups.  
 
A report should include answers to the following 
questions: 
 
• What U.S. president is the interstate system named 

for? 
• When did construction of the first freeway begin? 
• What was the initial cost projection for the system? 
• Were military consideration incorporated into the 

system? 
• How was the numbering system established? 
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INGREDIENTS 
Internet hook-up to download 
information 
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